Napi’s Proposal

1. Read the first part of this legend aloud to the students. Have the students write
their own endings. Once completed, compare their endings with the legend.

2. Have students find the following vocabulary in context and offer synonyms:
dreary ordeal humiliated starvation hesitant

3. Have students skim the legend to pick our the descriptive words and phrases (ones
that appeal to the senses of touch, sight and smell). Have students use them in
sentences and share.

4. Talk about Napi in this legend, his character, his actions, with students answering
these questions:

a. Did Napi deserve to be alone again in the end?

b. Was Napi a chauvinist?

c. Did the bachelors “deserve” the women?

d. Did the women need the bachelors?

e. Talk about jobs today that are usually for men. How has this changed over the
years? Should everyone be allowed to complete for all jobs? This is an excellent
debate topic, if students chose sides and present their arguments.

5. Talk about the cliche: “You cannot judge a book by its cover.” Have students write
their own legend that teaches this lesson.

6. If students are interested in the topic of courtship and how it has changed over the
years, have them research the differences, perhaps even considering cultural
differences. Share their findings.

7. This legend is excellent for dramatization. Have groups take roles and learn the
parts, then present their plays to the rest of the class. Have students evaluate the
presentations based on the credibility the characters portrayed.



