The Hummingbird’s Song

1. Read the first paragraph of the legend to the students. Talk about Chief
Mountain, located in Wateron Lakes National Park. Explain to them that
“Ninastako” is the Blackfoot word for Chief Mountain. Have students surf the
Internet to find the best pictures of Chief Mountain and share them in a bulletin
board.

This mountain has both geographic, historic and spiritual importance for the residents
of southern Alberta. Have students research these questions:

a. Why is it called Chief Mountain?

b. What is significant about its location?

c. What is the topography?

d. Why does it present a challenge to recreational climbers today?

e. If possible, have students take pictures of the Big Chief at different times of
the day. When studying the photos, they will notice at one time the mountain appears
to be large and strong, while at other times, it is small and meek. It seems to change its
character.

2. The hummingbird is a very interesting creature; the smallest species is 6.4 cm long
and weighs less than a dime. Many hummingbirds are very fast and can dart at speeds
as high as 97 km/hr. Have students find some other interesting facts about
hummingbirds.

3. It is very common for characters in legends and fairy tales to have three wishes.
Have students brainstorm where three wishes were offered to the main character. Have
students write their own “If | had three wishes” story and share it with the class. Have
them role-play how this might unfold.

4. For many, the ending of this legend is shocking. Have students talk about Napi’s
behaviour. Was it justified? Does it follow the philosophy, “An eye for an eye”? Where
did this expression come from? Does the Canadian legal system endorse this
philosophy?



