


Napi and the Ice Breaking 

1.  In this legend, a chant is used to make magical things happen. Talk about the 
characteristics of a chant. Have students share any chants they know (even ones 
used when jumping rope). After students shared several, or have written some 
original ones, have them illustrate one. Display students’ work.


2.   Have students read the legend and talk about how it is similar to other fables (i.e. 
The Dog and The Meat or The Fox and The Grapes). Have students write their own 
fables, where the temptation of something (in this case food) brings the main character 
to his or her destruction.


3. Have students talk about what kinds of food they would like to have come out from 
the ice. Would it follow Canada’s Food Guide?


4. Have students talk about the lesson Napi has learned. Do they think he will change? 
Why or why not?


5. Have students talk about the kind of person Napi was. Would they like him as a 
friend? Do they know someone like him? Discuss.


